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Just more than a month ago we had a successful and very well organized NAFIPS
conference in Ann Arbor, Michigan; http://www.nafips05.wayne.edu/. The event was well
attended and focused on various applications as well as new and promising avenues of the
technology of fuzzy sets. As the event was held in the heart of the Ford country, we really
enjoyed various interactions with industrial sponsors including a banquet dinner in the
Ford museum. This year NAFIPS conference was unique in a yet another way: 40 years
have already passed since the inception of fuzzy sets and this offered us an interesting
opportunity to reflect upon the history of fuzzy sets and venture into their future and new
emerging opportunities.
As usual, we held a general NAFIPS meeting where we discussed the current business of
the society. The election took place and I am pleased to update you on the current
composition of the NAFIPS Board. Dimitar Filev is a president-elect while the Board
members are: Joe Barone, Valerie Cross, Julie Dickerson, Fernando Gomide, William
Gruver, Cathy Helgason, Marek Reformat, Michael Smith, and Hao Ying.
Continuing the tradition of recognizing outstanding accomplishments of young re-
searchers (which was started last year at the NAFIPS 2004 conference in Banff, Alberta),
there were a number of awards given for the best student papers. This is a strong testimony
of the commitment of the NAFIPS community to the future generations of researchers
and educators.
We are continuously present in the Cyberspace; the NAFIPS website is www.na-
fips.org. For a broader look at the activities of the worldwide fuzzy set community, visit
also an IFSA website, http://www.cmplx.cse.nagoya-u.ac.jp/~ifsa/.
The upcoming NAFIPS meeting has been planned for June 2006 in Montreal, Quebec.
Consult our website for future updates.
As usual, your input is greatly appreciated – please drop me a line at president@
nafips.org.
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